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Preliminary Amendment 

Sir: 

Prior to initial examination on the merits, please amend the above-identified application 
as follows. 
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In the Abstract: 

Please replace the abstract with the following abstract: 

A method for processing a file having an existing filename. A private key associated with 
a digital certificate and a certificate address firom which the digital certificate may be accessed 
are received fi-om a certification authority (CA) who issued the digital certificate. A digital 
signature is generated based on the file and the received private key. The digital certificate 
includes a pubHc key associated with the private key such that the generated digital signature can 
be verified through use of the public key. The file is signed with the generated digital signature 
The received certificate address is encoded to generate an encoded address. The existing 
filename and the encoded address are merged to generate a new filename. The file is renamed 
with the new filename. The renamed file may be authenticated by verifying the digital signature 
via execution of an authentication algorithm in conjunction with the public key. 
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